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Member and Representative List 

Early Childhood Access Consortium for Equity 

 

Institution Type of Institution Voting Member Title 

Black Hawk College  Community College Amy Maxeiner Chief Academic Officer 

Blackburn College  Private Colleges & Universities Kathleen Bauer Professor, Chair of Education 

Chicago State University Public University Inna Dolzhenko Assistant Professor, Early 

Childhood Education 

College of DuPage Community College Rocio Olvera ECACE Project Coordinator 

College of Lake County Community College Diane Schael Instructor, Education 

Danville Area Community College  Community College Penny McConnell Assistant Vice President Academic 
Affairs 

DePaul University  Private Colleges & Universities Marie Donovan Associate Professor Early Childhood 
Teacher Education 

Eastern Illinois University 
Dept of Teaching, Learning, & Foundations 
Dept of Human Services 

Public University Laretta Henderson Dean, College of Education 

Elgin Community College Community College Peggy Heinrich Vice President of Teaching, 
Learning, and Student 
Development 

Governors State University  Public University Shannon Dermer Dean, College of Education 

Greenville University  Private Colleges & Universities Laura Schaub Professor, School of Education 

Harold Washington College  Community College Theresa Carlton Vice President for Academic & 
Student Affairs 

Harper College  Community College Kathleen Nikolai Early Childhood Chair 

Heartland College  Community College Johnna Darragh-Ernst Professor, Early Childhood 
Education 

Highland Community College  Community College Melissa Johnson Early Childhood Education 
Instructor 

Illinois Central College  Community College Michelle Weghorst Dean of Business, Legal and 
Informational Services 

Illinois Eastern Community College  Community College Robert Conn Dean of Instruction 

https://www.bhc.edu/program-type/early-childhood-education/
https://blackburn.edu/academics/early-childhood-workforce-program/
https://www.csu.edu/collegeofeducation/ecace.htm
https://cod.edu/academics/programs/ecec/index.aspx
https://www.clcillinois.edu/programs/ece
https://www.dacc.edu/depts/la/Education
https://education.depaul.edu/academics/teacher-education/undergraduate/early-childhood-education-bs/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.eiu.edu/education/early_childhood.php
https://www.eiu.edu/education/early_childhood.php
http://www.eiu.edu/hspa
https://elgin.edu/academics/departments/education/
https://www.govst.edu/early-childhood-incumbent-workforce/
https://greenville.edu/programs/early-childhood-education
https://catalog.ccc.edu/academic-program-requirements/child-development-pre-school-education-aas/
https://www.harpercollege.edu/academics/education/early-childhood-education/index.php
https://www.heartland.edu/earlychildhood/
https://highland.edu/academics/early-childhood-education/
https://icc.edu/academics/catalog/academic-departments/business-legal-and-information-systems/early-childhood-education/
https://www.iecc.edu/wvc/ece
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Illinois State University  Public University Linda Ruhe Marsh Director, ECE Online Workforce 
Project 

Illinois Valley Community College  Community College Lirim Neziroski Dean of Humanities, Fine Arts and 
Social Sciences 

John A Logan College  Community College Stephanie Hartford Chief Academic Officer 

John Wood Community College  Community College April Darringer Early Childhood Instructor 

Joliet Junior College  Community College Melissa Szymczak Professor, Early Childhood 
Education 

Judson University  Private Colleges & Universities Joy Towner Chair, Division of Education 

Kankakee Community College Community College Paul Carlson Dean of Business, Technology and 
Human Services 

Kaskaskia College  Community College Traci Masau Dean of Career & Technical 

Education 

Kennedy King College Community College Shandria Holmes Vice President of Academic and 
Student Affairs 

Kishwaukee College  Community College Judson Curry Dean, Office of Instruction 

Lake Land College Community College Tanille Ulm Program Director for Early 
Childhood Education 

Lewis & Clark Community College Community College Randy Gallaher Dean of Liberal Arts, Business, and 
Information Technology 

Lewis University  Private Colleges & Universities Rebecca Pruitt Program Director, Associate 
Professor, Early Childhood 
Development, College of Education 

Lincoln Land Community College Community College Kalith Smith Dean, Social Sciences and Business 

Malcom X College Community College Elizabeth Gmitter Interim Dean, Health Science and 
Career Programs 

McHenry County College Community College Dawn Katz Dean, Social Sciences & Public 
Services 

Moraine Valley Community College  Community College Cynthia Anderson Dean of Liberal Arts 

https://education.illinoisstate.edu/ece-workforce/
https://www.ivcc.edu/programsbyareaofstudy/early_childhood_education.php
https://www.jalc.edu/allied-health-and-public-service/early-childhood-education-program/
https://www.jwcc.edu/programs/courses/education/early-childhood-education/
https://jjc.edu/choose-your-path/social-behavioral-sciences/child-development/early-childhood-scholarship
https://www.judsonu.edu/Education/
https://earlychildhoodscholarship.kcc.edu/
https://www.kaskaskia.edu/academics/academic-departments/early-childhood-education/
https://catalog.ccc.edu/academic-program-requirements/child-development-pre-school-education-aas/
https://kish.edu/academics/programs/early-childhood-education.php
https://www.lakelandcollege.edu/high-demand-programs/early-childhood-education/
https://www.lc.edu/program/childdev/
https://www.lewisu.edu/ecace/
https://www.llcc.edu/explore/social-sciences-and-business/early-childhood-education
https://catalog.ccc.edu/academic-program-requirements/child-development-pre-school-education-aas/
https://www.mchenry.edu/ece/
https://www.morainevalley.edu/academics/academic-programs/
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Morton College  Community College Michael Rose Associate Dean for Strategic 
Initiatives, Adult Education & CTE 

National Louis University  Private Colleges & Universities Leslie Layman Director of Strategic Initiatives ECE 

Northeastern Illinois University  Public University Alberto Lopez Associate Dean, College of 
Education 

Northern Illinois University 
College of Education 
College of Health & Human Sciences  

Public University Laurie Elish-Piper Dean, College of Education 

Oakton Community College Community College Paula Luszcz Chair, Early Childhood Education 

Olive Harvey College  Community College Brandon Nichols Chief Academic Officer 

Olivet Nazarene University  Private Colleges & Universities Lance Kilpatrick Chair, Department of Education 

Parkland College  Community College Nancy Sutton Chief Academic Officer 

Prairie State College Community College Elighie Wilson Vice President of Academic Affairs 

Rend Lake College Community College Kim Wilkerson Associate Vice President of Career 
and Technical Education and 
Student Support 

Richard Daley College  Community College Patricia Aumann Executive Director of Strategic 
Initiatives 

Richland Community College Community College Megan Broderick ECE Program Director 

Rock Valley College Community College Amanda Smith Vice President 

Rockford University  Private Colleges & Universities Kimberlee Wagner Associate Professor of Education 

Roosevelt University  Private Colleges & Universities Jin-ah Kim Chair of Teacher Preparation 
Department 

Sauk Valley Community College  Community College Jon Mandrell Chief Academic Officer 

South Suburban College  Community College Anna Helwig Dean of Liberal Arts 

Southern Illinois University, 
Carbondale  

Public University Stacy Thompson Associate Dean of Undergraduate 
Studies & Curriculum 

Southern Illinois University, 
Edwardsville  

Public University Natasha Flowers Assistant Dean School of Education, 
Health and Human Behavior 

Southwestern Illinois College  Community College Carolyn Beal Early Childhood Education 
Coordinator 

https://www.morton.edu/academics/programs/early-childhood-education/
https://nl.edu/national-college-of-education/programs/
https://www.neiu.edu/academics/daniel-l-goodwin-college-of-education/departments/teacher-education/early-childhood-education-ba
https://www.cedu.niu.edu/seed/undergraduate-programs/bachelor-early-childhood.shtml
https://www.chhs.niu.edu/facs/programs/human-development/index.shtml
https://www.oakton.edu/academics/list-of-programs/early-childhood-education.php
https://catalog.ccc.edu/academic-program-requirements/child-development-pre-school-education-aas/
https://www.olivet.edu/early-childhood-education
https://www.parkland.edu/Portals/3/Global/Documents/catalog-POS/ChildDevelopment.pdf
https://prairiestate.edu/academics/academic-programs/social-sciences/education/index.aspx
https://www.rlc.edu/programs-and-degrees/14001-early-childhood-education
https://catalog.ccc.edu/academic-program-requirements/child-development-pre-school-education-aas/
https://www.richland.edu/academics/programs-degrees/early-childhood-education/
https://www.rockvalleycollege.edu/Courses/Programs/EarlyChildhood/degree.cfm
https://www.rockford.edu/academics/departments/education/
https://www.roosevelt.edu/academics/programs/bachelors-in-early-childhood-education-ba
https://www.svcc.edu/academics/programs/education/early-childhood-education.html
https://www.ssc.edu/academics/programs-of-study/social-behavioral-sciences/early-childhood-education-programs/
https://ehs.siu.edu/ci/undergraduate/child-family-services/index.php
https://ehs.siu.edu/ci/undergraduate/child-family-services/index.php
https://www.siue.edu/academics/undergraduate/degrees-and-programs/early-childhood-education/
https://www.siue.edu/academics/undergraduate/degrees-and-programs/early-childhood-education/
https://www.swic.edu/academics/transfer-degrees/education/early-childhood-education/
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Spoon River College Community College Robert Kensinger Director of Early Childhood 
Education 

St. Augustine College  Private Colleges & Universities Shekeita Webb Director of Student Success Center 

Triton College  Community College Susan Campos Chief Academic Officer 

Truman College  Community College Kate Connor Chief Academic Officer 

University of Illinois Chicago  Public University Kathryn Bouchard Chval Dean, College of Education 

University of Illinois, Urbana 
Champaign 

Public University Chrystalla Mouza Dean, College of Education 

Waubonsee Community College  Community College Sharon Garcia Executive Dean for Liberal Arts and 
Sciences 

Western Illinois University  Public University Lindsay Meeker Director, Center for Best Practices 
in Early Childhood Education 

 

https://www.src.edu/academics/career-programs/early-childhood-development
https://www.staugustine.edu/programs/early-childhood-education/
https://www.triton.edu/about/dept/academic/arts-and-sciences/education/early-childhood-education/
https://catalog.ccc.edu/academic-program-requirements/child-development-pre-school-education-aas/
https://education.uic.edu/academics/programs/human-development-learning/
https://education.illinois.edu/programs/undergrad/programs-degrees/early-childhood-professional-education
https://education.illinois.edu/programs/undergrad/programs-degrees/early-childhood-professional-education
https://www.waubonsee.edu/programs-courses/programs-subject/education/early-childhood-education
http://www.wiu.edu/coehs/education/undergrad/early_childhood.php

